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Perhaps we can better appreciate the
problems,. the hopes and fears and struggles
of an Indian student, if we study the life of a
typical student in a Madras college. We shall
see how his education produced a social reformer,
a man at strife with his old* environment, yet
who was not able to solve his own or his country's
problems nor to enter into the fulness of the new
life without the one thing needful.

If we read between the lines, we shall get an
insight into the life of the modern student of
India in this period of transition, and catch a
glimpse of the old system of education as well
as the new. The powerful influence of a year
in a mission college will be noted,, but unfortu-
nately., as in the case of so many, it was all too
short to effect a complete transformation of
life. The narrative is taken from a short auto-
biography called Thillai Govindan, and though
much of the material has of necessity to be
omitted, it is a true story, for the most part in
the writer's own words.1

" I was born in the village of Thillai, which
lies in the Tamil country of South India. From
time immemorial its Brahmin street of about
fifty houses has never. been trodden by the
polluted feet of a Pariah. Not a single Brahmin

1! Oovindan> PoWished by Natesan & Co., Madras, pp. 1,